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Abstract

Among the common themes of the social sciences in Iran, the subject of time has been
neglected in spite of its importance, and the poverty of the theoretical literature of
sociology around time is quite evident with regard to the books and articles published. In
this situation, translating this book into Persian, regardless of its translation defects, is a
commendable and valuable work. The focus of this book is on the interrelationships
between the concepts of time, consumption, daily life, psychological, social, and cultural
factors, and the place of capitalism. Most of its articles have been written with a focus on
behavioral theory and simultaneous involvement of micro and macro levels. By
questioning the universal understanding of time and benefiting from comparative
ethnography and historical analysis, the book is skeptical of common concepts such as
traditional equilibrium and turbulent modernity. The experience of time is not shaped by
external forces, but by time, being constantly reproduced and transformed by the sequence
and timing of daily action. Many and probably most of the processes and actions involved
in making time involve the use of things and consumption. The culture of commercial
consumption plays an active role in creating value-time regimes.
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Figure 1.2 Time use, France, 2000, Source: Multinational Time Use Study, Version 5.5.2 (released
14 October 2005). Created by Jonathan Gershuny, Kimberly Fisher and Anne H. Gauthier, with Alyssa
Borkosky. Anita Bortnik, Donna Dosman, Cara Fedick. Tyler Frederick. Sally Jones, Tingting Lu, Fiona
Lui, Leslie MacRae, Berenice Monna, Monica Pauls, Cori Pawlak, Nuno Torres and Charlemaigne
Victorino. ISER, University of Essex, Colchester, UK. http://www.timeuse.org/mtus/ (accessed
31 March 2009).

sl 03 5 Gl g )8 45 013 B 5 53 45 e LS YY i VY IS Y S

WWW.SID.ir


http://www.SId.ir

Archive of SID

YVA (e (oumod 2o )3 g 03l polie Soo) 0409y (SIS g Spumo ¢ jlof OUS (qwyp g A8

Percent

UL L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L
0400 ORO0 0B00 1000 1200 1400 1600 1B00 2000 2200 0000 0200 Q400
Time of day
[ Work and study [l Household work [l Sieep [ Esting

[[] Freetime [l ™vandvideo ] Unspecified tme

Figure 1.3 Time use, Finland, 2000. Source: Multinational Time Use Study, Version 5.5.2 (released
14 October 2005). Created by Jonathan Gershuny, Kimberly Fisher and Anne H. Gauthier, with Alyssa
Borkosky, Anita Bortnik, Donna Dosman, Cara Fedick, Tyler Frederick. Sally Jones, Tingting Lu, Fiona
Lui, Leslie MacRae, Berenice Monna, Monica Pauls, Cori Pawlak, Nuno Torres and Charlemaigne
Victorino, ISER, University of Essex, Colchester, UK. http://www timeuse.org/mtus/ (accessed 31
March 2009).
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Figure 1.1 Water use of T10149 (a two-person household) in 2003. WC use not shown in graph.
D/W = dishwasher: W/M = washing machine. Source: Anglian Golden 100. Thanks to Anglian Water
for permission to use these data, which are based on micro-component studies of 100 households
showing the use of each appliance recorded at 15-minute intervals.
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